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agility and the lack of humanity are the gist of both
episodes. Beside the account in " Dreams " must be set
Stevenson's own statement that his invention of Felipe
was in part deliberate,1 and it is impossible now to say
whether (if the resemblance was more than accidental)
the incident came back into the author's mind in his
sleep or in his waking hours.

With the general result he was never well satisfied.
To Lady Taylor he wrote: " The trouble with ' Olalla'
is, that it somehow sounds false. . . . The odd prob-
lem is: What makes a story true ? ' Markheim' is true;
' Olalla' false; and I don't know why, nor did I feel it
while I worked at them; indeed I had more inspiration
with 'Olalla/ as the style shows. I am glad you
thought that young Spanish woman well dressed; I ad-
mire the style of it myself, more than is perhaps good
for me; it is so solidly written. And that again brings
back (almost with the voice of despair) my unanswer-
able: Why is it false ?"

Kidnapped was begun in March, 1885, as another story
for boys, and with as little premeditation as afterwards
sufficed for its sequel. But when once the hero had
been started upon his voyage, the tale was laid aside
and not resumed until the following January, just after
the publication ofjekyll and Hyde. No greater contrast
can be imagined than the strong, healthy, open-air life
of the new book and the dark fancies of the allegory
which preceded it Though the former was the product
of his waking hours, it was no less spontaneous than a
dream.

" In one of my books, and in one only, the characters
1 In tlse South Seast p. 353.
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